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INTERNATIONAL ELECTROTECHNICAL COMMISSION

Technical Committee No. 3 Documentation and graphical symbols

Report from the Chairman of SC3C

Main results since last meeting in New Delhi:

1 Publications
The new version of IEC 60417 was published in August  It contains 638 symbols in
total including 47 new symbols approved in New Delhi

2 FDISs
The results of two FDISs were considered containing twelve symbols, five symbols
for special timer functions and seven symbols for data processing equipment.  All
twelve symbols were approved for publication.

3 Committee Drafts
3C/352/CDV: Symbol 5775 Pr "Disconnection from supply source" and modification
of application texts for symbols 5007, 5008, 5010 and 5011

This CDV received a negative vote due to the misunderstanding that the symbol
5775 Pr might, under certain circumstances, be used instead of symbol 5008 "OFF"
(power).

5775 Pr indicates that the switching equipment provides a means of disconnection
from the power source and does not indicate ON or OFF.  Symbol 5775 Pr will
therefore be circulated in a 3rd CDV with a secretary’s note explaining the exact
meaning of the symbol and without the other four symbols.  The Chairman of TC66
has already confirmed his agreement with the SC3C decision.

4 New Work Item Proposals

It was decided that the votes on 3C/386/NP, 3C/387/NP, 3C/388/NP, 3C/389/NP,
3C/391/NP, 3C/393/NP and 3C/394/NP would be respected as the documents were
circulated before 1st July 1998.  However, as the addition of new symbols is part of
the maintenance of IEC 60417, new symbol proposals from National Committees will
not in future be circulated as new work item proposals.

3C/386/NP "Six new graphical symbols for use on audio and video equipment",
3C/388/NP "Graphical symbol for control panels", 3C/389/NP "Graphical symbol for
the fast freeze function on refrigerators" and 3C/391/NP "Graphical symbols on dish
washers and their respective cleansing agents" will be circulated as CDs (15
symbols).
3C/387/NP, 3C/392/NP, 3C/393/NP and 3C/394/NP were not approved due to
insufficient national committees nominating experts.  (The last three documents
contain medical symbols which were submitted to SC3C in error and will now be
resubmitted to SC62/WG5.)
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5 ISO/TC145 - IEC/SC3C JWG11 "Basic principles for the development and use
of graphical symbols"

• 3C/356/CD: Basic principles for graphical symbols for use on equipment -
Part 1: Creation of graphical symbols

• 3C/357/CD: Basic principles for graphical symbols for use on equipment -
Part 2: Form and use of arrows

A report was received from the Convenor of the JWG.  The recommendations in the
report were accepted including the change of target date for the CDVs based on the
above documents to March 1999.  There will be a meeting of the JWG in March to
complete the work on the CDVs before circulation.

6 Further comments

Processes for the validation of new graphical symbols for use on equipment
and the maintenance of IEC 60417

The main concern has been to agree the "fast procedure" for advising other IEC
technical committees and approving the symbols they develop, in line with
CA/1185/AC.

The discussions have been made more difficult by a lack of transparency with regard
to developments in TC3, and uncertainty with regard to common procedures,
database infrastructure etc.

The proposal for the new procedures resulting from the meeting is attached.  The
following points should be noted:

Within SC3C there are various functions:
• the "advisory panel" function, providing advice to other technical committees.
• deciding which symbols to accept for work from National Committees.
• "normal" processing of CDs, CDVs and FDISs in the comprehensive procedure.
• the maintenance of IEC 60417 including overall consistency, the allocation of

keywords, and classification of new symbols.
• close cooperation with other relevant organisations, in particular ISO TC145.

The validation of symbols during the fast procedure is managed by SC3C but all
P-members can vote as members of the validation team.  The decision to publish a
symbol in IEC 60417 is therefore comparable to an FDIS vote.

In order to make the fast procedure "fast", work of the advisory panel and the
validation decision should be carried out electronically.  This assumes a database
and appropriate IT support from Central Office, eg. for a moderated discussion group
to handle comments within the fast procedure.

All proposals to SC3C whether from an national or technical committee must, in
future, include a drawing of the symbol in accordance with IEC 60416 and a
minimum set of information, including the title, description, justification, etc.  The
intention is to enforce this using an electronic template.

This procedure will be submitted to the CA for approval.
_____________________


