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Notes from the TC3 Workshop

1 Opening

The Chairman of TC3, Mr. H. Brückner, opened the meeting and welcomed the participants.

The program as of 3/WS(Stockholm/Secretariat)1 and 3 was agreed.

The workshop was attended by 33 persons (29 pre-registered - 5 no show + 9 not pre-
registered)

2 Follow-up of the marketing issues from the workshop in Kyoto

Mr Brückner recalled the findings from Kyoto, supported by a presentation of
3/WS(Stockholm/Brückner)2, and asked for comments.

Prof. Ikeda raised the topic of internal promotion the work within the standardisation
organisations. It was noted that at the TC officers' workshop earlier a number of TCs had asked
for better communication among horizontal TCs and Product TCs. Conclusions from the
discussions:

– All horizontal standards must be freely and easily available to all persons involved in the
work of other committees.

– A declaration of conformance to horizontal standards might be useful as a means of
enforcement.

Mr. Ikeda also noted that the workshop had attracted participation from TC3 only, and
compared to the EMC workshop also going in Stockholm. Conclusion:

– If we want to attract a broader audience we should give the workshop another name than
"TC3 workshop". It has to have a name of the dominating topic.

The Secretary informed briefly of the result of the questionnaire on the use of our standards,
with reference to 3/ WS(Stockholm/Secretariat)4, and said that the number of responses had
been very low compared to the number of questionnaires sent out. Following reasons were
suggested by the audience:

– Too short response time!

– Wrong timing! The time corresponded to the vacation season in a number of countries.
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– People have difficulties to refer to the IEC standard numbers. They know the national
implementation identity only (and sometimes not even that).

– People need to be personally addressed.

Mr Thorn told that in Denmark two seminars, based on IEC 61346 had been held with
approximately 80 persons attending. It is an effective way of spreading information, but costs a
lot of arrangement time. The name of the seminar put the standard into a context:
"Electrotechnical documentation for machinery".

– It was mentioned that similar seminars are being planned in Sweden and Germany.

Mr. Reuter mentioned that in his company he specifies the IEC standards to be followed in
offers etc., but then get difficulties to get this accepted, since the intended customer does not
have the standards, and it is considered too costly to buy all (both for the intended customer
and the supplier.)

– Means for re-distribution of standards in cases like that ought to get a reasonable solution.

– Which means are there to disseminate standards to schools and universities free of
charge?

Who should do the marketing work?

– The proposer for a work and the working group members makes up the business case. They
need to be the real drivers, and personally highly involved in the marketing.

– Where applicable - use consortia that have been set up for specific tasks. Use that work
also as an input for IEC.

– Use better the marketing tools we have got, such a s the web site pages.

3 Presentation of the IEC 60617 database release package.

The Secretary presented the actual situation with reference to document
3/WS(Stockholm/Secretariat)7.

Mr. Maislisch presented the present status of the database on-line. Topics and comments:

– It might be necessary with a VT60617 meeting in Geneva to effectively finish the validation
work.

– TC Officers will have access to the database by using the same password as for other
documents.

– Broad communication is needed in connection with the release

– A mechanism for feedback is needed.

– A sales policy has been accepted. See 117/AC of the July 14.

– A sales policy for corporate subscription has also been decided on. Please refer to the
same document.
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4 Management of National language variants in the IEC 60617 database.
Introduction of requirements and technical possibilities and solutions.

Mr. Thorn gave an explanation to the needs for the handling of National Language variants.

Mr. Maislisch demonstrated that functionality had already been included in the database for
this. Conclusions:

– Formal agreement necessary with NCs that want to use this feature.

– Other input forms necessary in which the issued non-language dependant data and the
English and French languages are write protected, and preferably the actual National
language only is possible to write

– The possibility to manage National language variants has to be communicated to the NCs in
the context of the release of the database. It is up to the National Committee to prepare the
language variant

– There is no technical limit with regard to the number of languages.

– It is not possible to manage separate release dates for the national languages. The official
issue of the English/French language variant is the release date.

5 The IEC 40417 database. Presentation of the actual situation.

Mr. Maislisch informed that an agreement earlier the same date been reached between Philips
and IEC regarding the use of the stand-alone IEC database, and that work could now be started
on the setting up of the web accessible one.

– He called for common procedures with regard to the management of databases. They are
different now. We are setting up a model for the rest of the IEC.

– The Secretary said that it might be possible to set up a general, modularised, procedure in
which some parts are more or less emphasized for a specific database.

– The requirements from IEC 60417 have been integrated in the information model from the
beginning so this should cause no major problem.

– Mr. Ikeda, the new Secretary of SC3C, said that he was very pleased that an agreement
had been reached, and said that he needed immediate access also to the stand-alone
database.

– Mr. Brigham pointed out that depending on how quickly the database will be available it
might not be necessary to publish more amendments "the usual way".

6 The 'IEC Data Dictionary'. Presentation of ongoing activities in the field of
data element types.

Dr. Radley gave a presentation of the actual situation supported document
3/WS(Stockholm/Radley)5.

– Mr Maislisch informed that a Memorandum of Understanding has now been signed between
IEC and Si2, for further use in i.a. RosettaNet.

– RosettaNet   is presently working with ECALS. It may take some time unti l that is changed.
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– Mr. Reuter pointed out that other activities are going on in Germany (e-class, BMW?) and
that he had got a question: What is copyrighted - the structure or the content? No answer.

– For extended use, new MoUs need to be signed between IEC and other consortia.

7 Request for DETs

Mr. S. Araki demonstrated an application for request of new DETs, with reference to a slide
series 3/ WS(Stockholm/Araki)8, and a web access.

It is a free-standing application intended to be used for the creation of request files (Excel) to
be sent to the validation team. It is planned to be available by t he end of the year.

8 Presentation of the IEC-ISO 82045 standard on metadata for documents, to
be used in document management systems

Mr. Reuter informed about the ongoing work  on IEC-ISO 82045, with reference to a slide series
3/WS(Stockholm/Reuter)6. No questions.

9 Technical discussions

Mr. Brückner introduced the subject: Sometimes it would be desirable with a possibil ity for
deeper discussions on technical subjects. Three areas were reognised:

– Deepened discussion of comments on CDVs. These comments are dealt with in the WG
and by the Secretary, but might not always be fully understood, and therefore the FDIS can
come out without the proper handling of a comment.

For a solution it is necessary to know which person that has really given the comment to
sort out the misunderstanding sometimes. Possible solutions: Contact the NCs, they
should know which person it is. Use e-mail. Invite the persons to the WG meeting if
possible. (There might be a shortage of time if the standard time schedules should be
obeyed.)

It is also possible to discuss the compilation at a plenary meeting (if t ime allows).

– Specific technical items (of strategical nature) without necessarily being directly related to
a current committee document could be brought on the agenda and discussed.

– Technical discussions at meetings are also necessary to broaden the knowledge.

10 Summary

Mr. Brückner gave a short summary of the WS:

– Marketing: measures have been taken, but not yet sufficient

– How to attract new people

– Promote the use of standards

are sti l l  important issues
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– The work with the databases is proceeding: The existence of the functionality to handle
national language variants in IEC 60617db is some thing that needs to be communicated.
IEC 60417 will hopefully follow shortly. Also for IEC 61360 there seems now to be a positive
way forward. In that context high speed is a must. The copyright issues are sti l l a
complicating factor.

– The demonstrated template might fit well into the functional package for the latter
database.

– To enhance the technical discussions a number of ways are possible

He tanked the participants for the discussions and wished good luck for the coming meetings.

____________________
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