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INTERNATIONAL  ELECTROTECHNICAL  COMMISSION

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE NO. 3:   DOCUMENTATION  AND  GRAPHICAL  SYMBOLS
SUB-COMMITTEE NO. 3D: DATA SETS FOR LIBRARIES

Report from the Chairman of SC3D

Membership SC3D   [according to the IEC Directory of September 2001]:

P-members:  total 17:
AT,  CN,  CZ,  FI,  DE,  HU,  IT,  JP,  NL,  PT,  RO, RU,  ES,  SE,  US,  GB,  YU

O-members:  total 14:
AU,  BE,  BG,  CR, DK,  FR,  IN,  KR,  MY,  NO,  SG,  CH,  TR,  UA.

Croatia has become a new O-member and Slovenia has resigned as O-member.

1.  Name and scope of the Subcommittee
The name and scope are unchanged.

2.  Working Group 2
No changes in membership since the Stockholm meeting members: BE, DE,  FI, JP, NL, UK, US (by
correspondence only)

During the SC3D meeting in Stockholm it was agreed to disband WG1 and to change the scope of WG2. This
was reported to the Committee of Action and accepted. The new scope of WG2 is:
Using existing definitions, terminology and practices to set standards for preparing technical data element
types that can be used :
− to prepare a standard schema for classification according to function and technology as appropriate
− to define data element types that describe the properties of electric components and systems
− to establish subsets selected from the list of data element types suitable for characterizing individual

classes.

3.  WG2 meetings
Two meetings have  held since the Stockholm meeting in Eindhoven February 2001 and London May 2001.
Informal notes of these meetings are available from the convenor.

4.  Ad-hoc Joint Meetings with ISO/TC184/SC4/WG2:
Members of both committees met each other on a regular basis during the ISO/TC184/SC4 (STEP) meetings in
Charleston (October 2000), Funchal (February 2001) and San Francisco (June 2001). Common interests were
discussed, the main issue being ‘how to keep the common ISO/ IEC EXPRESS dictionary schema COMMON’.

Specific extensions required by IEC to the common EXPRESS model are grouped together into the new part 5
of the 61360 series, while extensions specific to ISO will also be concentrated in one single part. No decisions
have yet been taken about what parts from IEC 61360-5 may be transferred to a future version of the common
EXPRESS model (IEC 61360-2).

Smaller issues were resolved by e-mail contact between Prof. Pierra and Dr. Sardet from ISO and Dr. Radley
and Mr. F. van Noesel from SC3D. Dr. Radley  also uses the meetings of the European MERCI project to
discuss with Prof. Pierra technical details and to  come to mutual agreements.

The technical help offered by Prof. Pierra and his technical crew in helping to draft the first CD of IEC 61360-5
was very much appreciated.
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Representatives of both committees (ISO PLib and IEC SC3D) expressed their intention to continue the fruitful
co-operation and to keep the common EXPRESS Information model COMMON.

5. Committee drafts

5.1.   IEC 61360-1:
IEC 61360-1, the final proposal for edition 2 of IEC 61360-1 has been send to the Central Office for circulation
as FDIS.  Publication is expected early in 2002.

Care needs to be taken that the special characters used in Part 1 are reproduced correctly in the published
document.

Amendment 1 to IEC 61360-1 Ed.2: The proposal for an amendment to IEC61360-1 Ed.2 has been circulated
as document 3D/82/CD. The period for comments closes on 12 October 2001.

5.2.   IEC 61360-2: the final proposal for edition 2of IEC 61360-2 has been send to the Central Office for
circulation as FDIS.  Publication is expected early in 2002.

5.3.   IEC 61360-3:
No new documents were issued since the last SC3D meeting. The topic of maintenance and validation was,
however, discussed intensively during the meeting. Interim solutions were defined and the possible ways
forward were discussed.  An update to Part 3 will be needed when there is a clearer view of the future
direction of maintenance and validation.
 
5.4.   IEC 61360-4:
Amendment1/f1: This proposal contains the data element types for the geometrical characteristics of the
shapes of components and has been circulated as document 3D/85/CD. The period for comments closes on
16 November 2001.

Amendment1/f2: This proposal contains the data element types for semiconductor die and has been
circulated as document 3D/86/CD. The period for comments closes on 16 November 2001.

New proposals for extension of the IEC reference collection have also been sent to the Central Office, such
as the data element types resulting from the JEITA (ECALS) dictionary of Japan and the requests from
Germany for data element types for Relays and Connectors.

It is now foreseen that proposals for new DETs and classes will be received on a regular basis.  It is
proposed, therefore, that amendments to Part 4 will be issued at six-month intervals with a new edition after
every second amendment until the maintenance procedures for the database are fully established and
operational.

5.5.   IEC 61360-5:
A new draft is in preparation and will be sent to the Central Office for circulation as a second CD for
comments.

6.   Results of the SC3D meeting, October 3rd 2001 in Oslo

6.1 On-line database
In the past year, IEC Council has taken the decision that the on-line database based on IEC 61360-4 should be
made available free of charge to end users.  However, no progress has been made towards its implementation,
though pressure is growing from potential users.

6.2 CD-ROM
A  proposal has been made that a CD-ROM should be produced alongside the on-line database which would
contain not only the search and browse facilities of the on-line service but also the ability to generate computer-
sensible output and to generate requests for new class and DET definitions.  It is proposed that the CD-ROM
could be sold, under suitable licence conditions. to generate income for the IEC and a proposal has been
submitted to IEC CO including a suggested business model.
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Contents envisaged for the CD-ROM include :
• the IEC 61360-4 reference collection
• all the requests for new classes and data element types
• the text of IEC 61360-1, 2 and 5 in PDF format
• templates for data entry
• a user guide and support documentation
• sample files
• tools for downloading all or parts of the dictionary in several formats such as SPF, SGML, XML and

simple tagged format

6.3 San Francisco workshop
A two-day dictionary workshop was held in San Fancisco in June 2001 in cooperation with ISO
TC184/SC4/WG2 and TC93/WG6/NIST.  More than 40 companies from all over the world has attended the
workshop. SC 3D was represented by Donald Radley, Frans van Noesel, Dieter Kisselmann, Fumio Tanaka,
Sumio Araki and Mitsuru Tahahashi.   A report of this meeting is available as 3/579/INF.

Among the conclusions from the workshop was the agreement that the IEC/ISO methodology and information
models should be used not just in the technical domain but also in the business/commercial domain.

It was generally felt that the workshop was extremely useful and further similar events should be convened in
the near future.

6.4 Current projects
A list of projects currently being undertaken by SC3D/WG2 is annexed to this report.  It should be noted that,
in addition to the work on standards recorded in the database at CO, there are also other activities related to
the on-line database, CD-ROM, templates for new requests etc.

7.  Relations

Reports were received by the sub-committee on the liaisons with ISO/TC184/SC4/WG2, CLC/TC217 and
IEC/TC93.  It was noted that the activities of TC93/WG6 are concerned with libraries but that they appear to
have had little contact with the PLIB group of TC184/SC4/WG2.  The Chairman undertook to contact the
Chairman of TC93.

It was agreed that a liaison be established with the new TC47/PT concerned with standards for die devices
since the data dictionary related to the proposed new IEC 62258 is to be included  in the first amendment to
IEC 61360-4, and Dr D E Radley agreed to act as liaison officer.  It is believed that this could form a prototype
for cooperation between SC3D and other TCs.

Reports were received of the activities in the MERCI, ECALS and JEMA projects.

----------------------------------

                                                                 
Donald Radley Peter van Reekum
Chairman IEC SC3D secretary IEC SC3D
27 October, 1999
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Annex A

OVERVIEW OF PROJECTS IN SC3D 4/10/2001
Proj.
nr.

Description Starting
date project

proj.
stage

Document
nr.

Document
date

Target date
next stage

Respon-
sibility

Comments

1 IEC 61360-1 Ed. 2 1997-01--01 CDV 3D/70/CDV 2000-08-18 2001-05-15 MT Send to the C.O for
circulation as FDIS

2 IEC 61360-2 Ed. 2 1997-01-01 CDV 3D/74/CDV 2000-07-21 2001-05-15 MT Send to the C.O for
circulation as FDIS

3 IEC 61360-5 Ed. 1 2000-01-01 CD 3D/76/CD 2000-10-27 2001-07-15 MT Next stage depending of
the comments ISO TC
184/SC4

4 Amendment 1 to IEC 61360-1 Ed. 2 2000-10-01 WG 3D/82/CD 2001-07-06 2001-12-15 PT/MT
5 IEC 61360-3 Ed. 2 Pt/MT Waiting for the

establishment of the
online database at C.O.

6 Template for request for new/update
DETs (on line database S. Araki)

2000-01-01 WG PT

7 Template for request for new/update
DETs (CD-rom D. Radley)

2001-03-01 WG PT

8 Guidance document how to use the
template

2001-10-01 WG PT/AP

9 Data Dictionary database on line 1999-10-15 WG PT/CO Waiting for actions of the
IEC Central Office

10 Data Dictionary database on CD-rom 2001-02-16 WG PT/AP Waiting for comments of
the IEC Central Office for
distribution (ongoing
activity)

11 IEC 61360-4 Supplement 1 (GEO) 1996-01-01 CD 3D/85/CD 2001-08-10 2002-02-15 MT
12 IEC 61360-4 Supplement 2 (DIE) 1999-01-01 CD 3D/86/CD 2001-08-10 2002-02-15 MT
13 IEC 61360-4 Supplement 3 (ECALS) 2000-10-01 WG 2001-08-31 MT
14 IEC 61360-4 Supplement 4 (RELAY) 1997-01-01 WG 3D/WG/014 1999-10-11 2001-08-31 MT
15 IEC 61360-4 Supplement 5 (CON) 1997-01-01 WG 3D/WG/014 1999-10-11 2001-08-31 MT
16 IEC 61360-4 Supplement 6 (More

ECALS)
MT Waiting for supply of

DETs by EALS


