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From: Svensson, Per Ake 
Sent: den 26 augusti 2005 11:22 
To: 'matthewsje@corning.com' 
Cc: 'u.rossi@sirti.it'; 'fingerem@corning.com'; Hans Brückner (hans.brueckner@siemens.com); 
'vt60617@iec.ch'; 'jrs@iec.ch'; 'PJL@iec.ch' 
 
Subject: Comment on document 86/237/MCR on IEC/TR 61930:1998, Fibre optic graphical 
symbology 
 
Dear Mr. Matthews, 
 
My attention has been drawn to document 86/237/MCR on IEC/TR 61930:1998, Fibre optic graphical 
symbology, proposing an extension of the validity and which is now circulated with a closing date for 
objections 2005-09-01. 
 
The Scope of the document says: 
 
“The object of this technical report is to provide uniform graphical symbols for the various fibre optic elements 
and devices. It is not intended to replace IEC 60617-10. Nevertheless, it may be used until a revision or 
updating of IEC 60617-10 is decided.” 
 
A problem is that an update of IEC 60617-10 will never be decided as all traditional publications of IEC 
60617 have been withdrawn and replaced by the IEC 60617 standard in database format.  
 
IEC 60617 DB standard is updated “symbol by symbol” in accordance with a special procedure, presently 
described in Annex K of the IEC supplement to the Directives. These procedures allow introduction and 
modification of graphical symbols considerably much faster than before. The database format for the 
standard was introduced 2001 by TC3 and the procedures have been successfully applied since then. After 
a quite intensive period in which new symbols have been introduced but above all a number of outdated 
symbols have been “withdrawn” (i.e. marked as “obsolete-for reference only”, but still available in the 
database) the database has now become quite stable.  
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After having had a quick look through the IEC/TR 61930 I have found that although most of the symbols 
reproduce existing symbols in IEC 60617 or are combinations in line with the existing standard there are also 
a few that are not. Some symbol alternatives ought to be either deprecated or introduced in IEC 60617. In 
some cases there are also out-of-date references to the earlier IEC 60617. 
 
My conclusion is that IEC/TR 61930 rightfully ought to be revised. 
 
The work ought to include: 

- a comparison of IEC/TR 61930 with the present content of  IEC 60617 and document the deviations; 
- decide on how to deal with these deviations: either take away or propose them for inclusion in IEC 

60617 (If everything runs smoothly the inclusion procedure might not need more than 20 weeks.) 
- revise IEC/TR 61930 accordingly, with updated references to the present IEC 60617. 

 
From the side of TC3 we would of course be happy to assist you in such a work. 
 
I would also like to draw your attention to IEC 61082-1 Ed. 2. Preparation of documents used in 
electrotechnology, Part 1: Rules. This document, which is now in the process of being voted on as an FDIS, 
is a consolidation of the first editions of IEC 61082-1, -2, -3, and -4. Much of this document is applicable for 
the documentation of fibre optical circuits and contains also a couple specific statements about that. The 
FDIS, document 3/771/FDIS, has just been sent for circulation for final voting. It may take some time before it 
is commonly available, so if you wish I could send you a copy of the manuscript. 
 
 
With best regards 
Per-Åke Svensson 
Secretary IEC/TC3 

________________________________________________ 
  
 


