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Item Description Document 

1 Opening and introduction  

 The Chairman of TC3, Mr. Hans Brückner, opened the 
Workshop. 

Mr. K.-H. Topp of the German NC (DKE) welcomed the 
participants to the 70th General Meeting and the IEC Centennial 
Meeting in Berlin. 

The Chairman then gave the floor to Michel Coupy of the 
IEC/CO, who will become the CO officer in charge of TC3 with 
SCs. 
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2 Application and implications of IEC Guide 108. Questions 
and answers. 

 

 Mr. Coupy made a review of what is presently available on the 
subject of horizontal committees and horizontal standards on the 
IEC Web site. 

He then presented the new and revised version of IEC Guide 
108. 

A question was raised if the concept “horizontal committee” has 
disappeared. The term is still used on the web site but not in the 
Guide 108. From the information given from IEC/CO at the SC3C 
and SC3D meetings it was felt that it was no longer to be used. 
No definite answer was given. 

Mr. Dijkstra asked: What to do when a Product Committee is not 
in line with a horizontal standard?  

The PC will need to justify its deviation. 

The question was also raised whether the existing web pages 
were to be withdrawn (or modified).  The answer: Probably. 

IEC Guide 108 

 Mr. Ikeda then presented a number of questions prepared as 
document 3WS(Berlin/Ikeda)2. 

Q1: The old version of Guide 108 was supplemented by a 
number of ACs. What is the present status of these, are they 
withdrawn and replaced by the new Guide 108? 

3WS(Berlin/Ikeda)2 
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Principally yes, but the new Guide 108 might need to be 
supplemented by new ones to solve specific problems. 

Q2: There are a number of old graphical symbols for use on 
equipment in IEC standards other   than IEC 60417. When such 
symbols are evaluated they are rejected in most cases, and the 
relevant PC does not accept the recommendations from SC3C. 
So there are different messages from the NCs via SC3C and via 
a PC. What to do? 

Mr. Reuter added that a problem often is that the NC considers 
the product standard so important, that a negative vote just for 
the sake of an included unsatisfactory graphical symbol cannot 
be accepted. 

Q3: It happens that the same graphical symbol appears in 
product standards with different meaning. What to do? 

Mr. Reuter added that graphical symbols related to safety must 
definitely not have different meanings. 

The recommendation was to make a survey of conflicting 
graphical symbols (acc. To Q2 and Q3), the standards involved, 
contact the relevant TCs to present the problem, and if no 
solution can be found this way, to report to the SMB. 

Mr. Ikeda reported that SC3C is in the process of making such a 
survey.   

He also added that safety related symbols must be harmonized.  

   

3 Demonstration of a prototype of a database for document 
kinds for the support of IEC 61355 Ed. 2 

 

 The Chairman, Mr. Brückner, who is also convenor of the MT18 
revising IEC 61355 gave the background to the setting up of this 
prototype database: IEC 61355 contains a number of 
(informative) tables containing descriptions/definitions of 
document kinds. These parts could with advantage be managed 
in a database. 

The Secretary then described that the database had been 
basically specified as a copy of IEC 610617, but then been 
modified with regard to some of the names and classifications. 

The database prototype is initially intended for use by MT18 in 
order to define the definitive design. Some views and lists might 
be necessary to modify. 

The database is also available to experts that have normal 
access to IEC documents, in this case with reader access. 

Compared to the printed publication the database allows the 
definition of “applies/is an application of” relations between 
document kinds.  

It provides also possibilities to include examples of document 
kinds. 

The database will provide an overview of available document 
kinds for which other TCs are in many cases responsible. The 
Change request function might therefore in this case be used as 
an entry for proposals, which will need to be forwarded to other 
TCs for action. 

http://std.iec.ch/iec6135
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4 Demonstration of the use of Change Requests in the IEC 
61360 DB. 

 

 The Secretary of SC3D, Mr. Dijkstra, demonstrated the how the 
Change request was intended to be used in the context of IEC 
61360DB. (Due to overloading of the WLAN at the meeting place 
some of the demo was based on prepared pages. However, the 
last part of the demo could be made on-line.) 

The Change request is, as for the other databases, contained in 
the database, but the different DETs to be processed are 
collected on attached spread sheet, on which the VT members 
can make detailed comments and vote on each item. The spread 
sheets are sent to the Secretary, who after closing date merges 
them into one common spread sheet and attach to the Change 
request.  

To be attached to the CR is also a document describing 
generally the intended changes.  

http://std.iec.ch/iec6136
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5 Coffee break  

   

6 Blank detail specifications; presentation of present status of 
PWI 3-1. Relation to IEC 61360 

 

 Mr. Reuter, presented the background for the “Blank detail 
specifications” with reference to the attached presentation series 
3WS(Berlin/Reuter)3. 

An NP for part 1 of the publication is intended to be available by 
the end of this year. 

3WS(Berlin/Reuter)3 

   

7 Demonstration of the new TC3 site. Discussion of how to 
make best use of it. 

 

 The Secretary presented the new TC3 site, which came on-line 
to the TC3 meeting in Berlin.  

The TC3 site has during the last months been redesigned with 
the aim: 

- to make it more user friendly; 

- to provide information more comprehensive than what the old 
one did; 

- to integrate it closer to the main IEC site, and to give it the 
same "look and feel";  

- to make the updating easier, thus facilitating the contribution 
from more "authors".  

The redesign has been carried out in cooperation with the staff at 
the IEC CO, especially the web master Laila Briquet-Mosig who 
transferred the old information into its new shape and moved the 
site, all with the goal to make it possible to demonstrate the new 
site at the TC3 Workshop in connection with TC3 pleanry 

http://tc3.iec.ch 
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meeting in Berlin 2006-09-25. Thanks for a great job!  

Since this was the first time most of the participants saw the new 
site, no detailed comments were given, but the comments during 
and after the demonstration were very positive. 

One of the goals with the redesign is to make it possible for more 
authors to put information into the site. At least the Secretaries, 
but also Convenors might be in a position to update the site. 

The Secretary showed therefore also how the software Adobe 
Macromedia Contribute3 works. It is comparatively inexpensive 
software that can be used for updating, eg fill in lists, write news 
articles, and create new pages. For more advanced changes like 
change of templates Adobe Dreamweaver  is required, but for 
such things IEC/CO can assist.  

 


