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INTERNATIONAL ELECTROTECHNICAL COMMISSION 

Technical Committee No. 3 Information structures, documentation and 
graphical symbols 

Revised minutes of the TC3 co-ordination meeting in Oslo 2006-05-18  

1 Opening of the meeting 

The Chairman, Mr. Brückner, opened the meeting. Dr. Selvik welcomed to NEK. 

2 Approval of the draft agenda, 3(Oslo/Secretariat)1 

The agenda was approved as drafted.  

3 Report on ongoing technical works in TC3 and related WGs - needs for co-
ordination. Brief follow-up of decisions from the meeting in Cape Town, 
documents 3/797/RM, SMB/3163/R 

3.1 Follow-up of TC3 decisions from Cape Town, document 3(Oslo/Secretariat)2 

The Secretary made a review of the report 3(Oslo/Secretariat)2. 

Some remarks: 

Regarding decision 8: 3/804/NP has been circulated in both TC3 and ISO/TC10. If approved it is 
expected to become a publication in the 8000-series, with one IEC part using electrotechnical 
terminology and one ISO part using hydraulic and pneumatic terminology, but applying the same 
principles. 

In this context it was suggested to move all stage 0 works to the IEC TC3 forum (and not 
manage it by mails) in order to make the complete documentation available also for people 
who come in late into the discussion. The forum should be used also for meeting 
documents. 

3.2 IEC 60617 Database status, including discussion of principles for the introduction of 
symbols 

It was decided to move this discussion on principles for the introduction of symbols to the afternoon 
(and then we had no time for it – so it remains to be carried out electronically). 
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3.3 (Activities in the MT16 (IEC 61082)-Publication) 

3.4 (Activities in the MT17 (IEC 61175)-Publication) 

3.5 Activities in the MT18 (IEC 61346+ IEC 61666) 

Eirik Selvik reported: MT18 has had 3 meetings and a 4th will be held in the end of May. The MT 
has a list of statements of agreements, and a rough structure to the new draft. There is an 
agreement that no rules need to be changed, but the presentation and discussion of the concepts 
need to be improved. 

There is also an agreement in the MT that the revised publication should be published in the 8000-
series, which could then contain also the parts being prepared by ISO/TC10. The Secretary had 
been in contact with Jack Sheldon at the IEC/CO, who had declared that this should meet no 
problem. 

(For the Secretary: see if it is possible to reserve 81346 for it.) 

A 5th meeting is expected to be needed before the issue of the first CD, which means that we are 
after the maybe too optimistic schedule. The CD should anyway be available before the plenary 
meeting in Berlin. 

3.6 Activities in the MT19 (IEC 61355) 

Hans Brückner reported: MT19 has had one meeting. There seems to be also a slight delay in this 
case for the first CD.  

The subject had been discussed also at the previous co-ordination meeting with ISO that is running 
a parallel project in ISO TC10/WG17.  

The project requires a quite thorough check of all standards referenced in the definition of 
document kinds since many have changed since the first edition. A discussion took place whether it 
was now the time to store also the document kinds in a database, that could potentially become a 
common one to IEC and ISO. 

The conclusion was that we should ask for IEC/CO to provide a copy of a symbols database 
with slightly changed entries. It is in the first instance intended to become a help for the 
management of the list of document kinds during the preparation of this edition but could 
later be converted into a “normal” database with VT, etc. 

(For the secretary: a list of data entries should be prepared.) 

3.7 (Activities in the MT 20 (IEC 62023 + IEC 62027)) 

3.8 Activities in the MT 21 (IEC 62079), second part  

There was no report from the MT Convenor. 

Hiroaki Ikeda told that Japan is making preparations for a second part of this standard focussing 
especially on instructions for consumer products. The expected readers for the instructions are 
“ordinary people” and dealers. 

The NP will be distributed shortly. 

(For the secretary: to be put on the agenda for Berlin.) 
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3.9 Activities in the MT22 (IEC-ISO 81714)-Publication? 

We are still waiting for the publication of 81714-2. (Jack Sheldon has later said that it will appear 
shortly.) 

Regarding ISO 81714-1 the situation for the revision is still unclear. We have given information a 
long time ago, but in the meantime the responsibility for ISO TC10/SC10 has changed, so the 
present situation is not known. 

3.10 (Activities in the MT 23 (IEC – ISO 82045)) 

3.11 Activities in the PT30 (IEC 60617 – Alarm symbols) 

The Secretary reported that Thomas Borglin at SEK is now the convenor of the group, and the PT 
has got two new members, from FI and JP. 

The team has still not produced any new document. 

3.12 Activities in the PT32 (Elaboration of application notes) 

The Secretary reported that the PT has produced drafts in English, for which the French versions 
are presently being elaborated by UTE. 

When these are available the material will successively be put into the database for validation. 
(Evaluation is not relevant in this case since the texts come from the old publications.) 

3.13 (Activities in the MT33 (IEC 60848)) 

3.14 PWI 3-1 Blank detail specifications - 2nd WD 

Fritz Reuter described the present status of the work. 4 parts are foreseen: 

Part 1: 200x, Part 1: Principle and methods 

Part 2: 200x, Part 2: Structure of a blank detail specification 

Part 3: 200x, Part 3: Electronic resource template for blank detail specifications 

Part 4: 200x, Part 4: Application examples of electronic blank detail specifications 

Part 1 is principally ready, but cannot be circulated as an NP of its own; it needs the 
company of part 2 for its justification. (This was also a requirement from ISO TC10 when this 
work was described in the coordination meeting.) 

Part 2 is being worked on. 

There are some problems regarding the application of IEC 61360 in this context which need further 
discussion. The class structure of IEC 61360 does not fit to a number of DETs that are generally 
applied, e.g. related to environmental properties, and dimensional properties. 

A separate meeting to discuss these issues were proposed to be held in Eindhoven end 
June/beginning July. Addie Dijkstra is finding a date.  

The WD of Part 2 is presently containing annexes with DETs, but we do not want to have their 
complete definitions there, but in the database. 

Part 3 and 4 are not started yet.  
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3.15 PWI 3-2 Principles for identification-3rd WD 

The Secretary presented the present content and reported that this document is fairly mature now 
and can soon be circulated as an NP. Some more work is to be done on the EXPRESS model for 
product identification (to be done by Fritz Reuter), and some more editing is required. Then we can 
circulate it. 

It was stressed at the meeting that this proposal should be circulated widely. In ISO it will be 
circulated via ISO TC10, they have declared their interest. In IEC it ought to be circulated 
also to product committees, and it was suggested that also circulation via MoUMG should be 
initiated. 

3.16 (PWI 3-3 Documentation … with integrated technologies) 

3.17 (PWI 3-4 Integration of documentation into plants, systems,  …) 

3.18 (PWI 3-5 Semi-automatic and automatic generation of documentation) 

3.19 PWI 3-6 Marking of conductors and cables-3rd WD, 3/804/NP 

It was noted that the document has been circulated and that it is also circulated in ISO/TC10. 

3.20 PWI 3-7 ISO-IEC Documentation system (system description)-1st WD 

The Secretary reported that work is going on a first draft. It will be possible to provide some 
material for the meeting in Berlin, maybe even circulate an NP in advance. 

ISO TC10 was interested in this PWI as well when presented at the co-ordination meeting, 
and the Chairman of ISO TC10 Prof. Bruce Harding and Heinrich Byzio was interested to take 
part in the stage 0 work.   

3.21 PWI 3-701 ISO 82045-4 Archiving-ISO TC46/SC11 N648 

The Secretary reported that ISO TC46/SC11 has shown interest in co-operation on the subject, and 
as a result of a very quick enquiry (two weeks) got names of two interested experts. 

The old NP will therefore be reviewed under the leadership of Henrich Byzio of IEC TC3 – ISO 
TC10 JWG15 and then circulated again in ISO TC10, ISO TC46/SC11 and IEC TC3.  

3.22 (Material declarations; possible follow-up) 

4 Follow-up of the co-ordination meeting with ISO TC10-3(Oslo/Secretariat)5 

Some notes and the resolutions of the co-ordination meeting with ISO TC10 two days earlier were 
collected in document 3(Oslo/Secretariat)5. 

As most of the people at the meeting had been present also at this co-ordination meeting the 
documents was just quickly reviewed and discussed. 

Regarding the proposal that the next co-ordination meeting should be held in context with the next 
meeting series of ISO TC10 in San Diego, USA, there was hesitation to go so far for just a one-day 
meeting. If it would be possible to combine this meeting with meetings of SC3C (JWG11 to be held 
in Prague (CZ)), SC3D and/or the own co-ordination the situation may be different.  

No decision was taken; we will see how other meetings are to be arranged first. 
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5 Future organization of TC3 

The Chairman explained the background for this item on the agenda: In SC3D Donald Radley, 
Chairman of SC3D is likely to retire within max. two years, Hiroaki Ikeda, Secretary of SC3C will 
retire within two years; Hiroaki told that the JNC is looking for a replacement for him, and the time 
for Yuji Nakamura, as Chairman of SC3C expires in April 2007. 

So, if we keep the current structure of the committee we will need to replace (or “reuse”) a number 
of people in a fairly short time. 

At the same time SC3C and SC3D only have one major “project” each; the maintenance of the 
databases, which is a continuous undertaking and not of real project nature. In addition to that 
some “normal” publications are managed as normal projects. 

So the question is if the time has come to simplify the structure of TC3, clearly speaking; take away 
SC3C and SC3D in the same way as earlier SC3A and SC3B were disbanded. In the present 
cases, however, we need at least a Secretary function for each because of the continuous 
workload. 

One possibility, as described by Hiroaki Ikeda, is to use the model of TC100 with Technical Areas. 
A  TA is similar to an SC the difference is that the SCs was considered to be too rigid in the fast 
developing areas of TC100. The TAs can be changed and adapted within the committee to the 
development by the TC in a simpler way. Otherwise a TA manager (TAM) corresponds to an SC 
Chairman and a Technical Secretary (TS) corresponds to an SC Secretary. 

(Remark by the Secretary when writing this: the rationale for a TA is actually opposite to the 
requirements for the body we need to maintain the databases; they are not projects, but should be 
stable structures managing mini-projects.) 

Another possibility pointed out by the Secretary would be to slightly expand the task of the 
Validation Teams. When first discussing the VTs a Validation Team Convenor was foreseen. In 
reality this duty has become the task of the Secretaries. So if the SCs would be disbanded, then 
the required Secretaries could be either connected to the TC3 as Assistant Secretaries, and have 
the respective databases as specific focus of interest, or to the VT directly as VT Convenors. 

The Secretary also reported that an overall review of the TC structure of IEC is going on in SMB, 
but that no result is known so far. This could have impact on the choice of direction. 

We will wait for further input, before taking any possible next step.  

6 Report on ongoing works in SC3C and related WGs - needs for co-ordination. 
Brief follow-up of decisions from the meeting in Cape Town, 3(Oslo/SC3C)3 

Yuji Nakamura, Chairman of SC3C reported in accordance with document 3(Oslo/SC3C)3. 
Additional comments and discussions (items in the report): 

3. The new proposed classification scheme might (according to A.M. at the IEC/CO) be too 
demanding for implementation 

8. An RVCs has been circulated recently in TC16. UK does not accept the symbol be called 
“Functional earth”. They have asked for an “in some countries” clause on this matter (which is 
now referred to as a “global relevance” issue). The CDV is, however, approved and an FDIS is 
in preparation, so SC3C can continue. TC16 and SC3C were recommended to proceed in 
parallel. 
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11. A meeting in Geneva with TC35 was proposed, but unfortunately, TC35 preferred to have 
its own meeting in Europe. 

14. After evaluation by VT 60417, 8 out of 9 symbols from ITU-T E.121 will be circulated in 
extended database procedure in agreement with ITU-T SG2. 

15. Change requests and the normal db procedure should be used for easy changes, proposed 
by Yuji Nakamura, Chairman SC3C. 

Additional remark: ISO TC145/SC3 decided at its recent meeting in Beijing to start a 
comprehensive work for description and classification of their symbols. A task force was set to 
work with SC3C to discuss overlaps and how to proceed. It should be of interest to SC3C. 

7 Report on ongoing works in SC3D and related WGs – needs for co-ordination. 
Brief follow-up of decisions from the meeting in Cape Town, documents 
3(Oslo/SC3D)4 and 6 

Comments to 3(Oslo/Secretariat)6: 

1. Distribute the CD for IEC 61360 after the London meeting. 

2. The text in the consolidated procedures to be checked to see if there is a suitable place to 
introduce such a statement. (Timing?) 

5. The tools are available under the Maintenance Area of the database, but needs to be 
supported by an introductory text before being made public. 

10. An SMB document is presently being circulated about eCl@ss according to Hiroaki Ikeda. 
SC65B is the origin. 

Comments to 3(Oslo/SC3D)4: 

Questions: When will the consolidated procedures be officially published? 

The decision not to make proposals publicly available was questioned. Re-discuss in Berlin! 
(Proposal in order to hinder misuse: Hide the identifiers.) 

For the co-ordination with the Blank Detail Specification (BDS) work distribute the draft to part 2 
to the SC3D Secretary for further distribution to relevant persons. 

For environmental DETs will Fritz Reuter contact TC104 for co-ordination? 

UNSPC has asked for mapping. If at all possible, this is probably too early. Wait until we have 
the database functions running fully. 

8 Meeting and co-ordination activities in TC3 

8.1 Status of the planning for the Berlin meeting 2006. 

The draft agenda for the TC3 meeting will be distributed shortly. 

This time we will have a “consent agenda”. The meaning of this is that some items that will be 
marked on the agenda will not be taken up for presentation or discussion unless somebody 
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explicitly asks for it. The items intended to be treated this way are especially reports that have 
been distributed well in advance of the meeting. 

The reason for this treatment is to gain time for discussion of more controversial items. 

Note that the planning for the SC3D meeting has been changes. Check the meeting site.     

Workshop 

There was no time to discuss this item. An enquiry will be distributed asking for proposals for 
topics. 

8.2 Report on and further SB3 activities 

Next meeting will be held in Warren, USA, 1-2 June. 

8.3 The update of the TC3 web site 

IEC/CO has moved the content on our old web site into a new test environment. It looks very good; 
a problem still, however, is the availability of reasonably inexpensive software to manage the 
update. 

8.4 Ideas and planning for the meeting 2007 in Paris? 

It is not yet sure that we will get the possibility to take part in the GM in Paris 2007. 

9 Other business 

The Secretary mentioned that he will take in the Joint ISO – IEC Workshop on Patent and 
Copyright policies 1-2 June, and present problems we have encountered with the database 
standards. 

Hiroaki Ikeda mentioned that IEC-ISO and ITU has recently agreed on a Common Patent policy, 
available as C/1417/INF. (Later distributed to the group.) 

10 Close of the meeting 

The Chairman closed the meeting 16:00 and thanked the NEK for the facilities provided. 

___________________ 

 


