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INTERNATIONAL ELECTROTECHNICAL COMMISSION 

Technical Committee No. 3 Information structures, documentation and 
graphical symbols 

Report from the TC3 co-ordination meeting in Geneva 2007-04-19 13:00 to 
2007-04-20 15:00 

 

Participants: 

Mr. Hans Brückner (HB), Chairman 

Mr. Per-Åke Svensson (PS), Secretary 

Mr. Yuji Nakamura (YN) 

Prof. Hiroaki Ikeda (HI) 

Dr. Donald Radley (DR) 

Mr. Addie Dijkstra (AD) 

Dr. Eirik Selvik (ES) 

Mr. Alain Maislisch (AM) (part of the meeting) 

1 Opening of the meeting 

HB opened the meeting. 

2 Approval of the draft agenda 

The agenda, document 3Geneva/Secretariat)1B was accepted as written. 

3 Report on ongoing technical works in TC3 and related WGs - needs for co-
ordination. Brief follow-up of decisions from the meeting in Berlin, documents 
3/832/RM, SMB/3396/R 

The Report to the SMB was accepted and the requests for extensions approved. 

SMB is requesting voting statistics in a specific format for the next report. 

What about validation statistics?  Voting per country per item? This is a major development effort of 
the database. We do it manually for the time being, but will report the problem to AM. 

AD: The management of the voting in IEC61360 should be done more professionally in the future. 

3.1 Follow-up of TC3 decisions from Berlin, document 3(Geneva/Secretariat)2  

Item 4: ask TC10 about 80000-series for document kinds (before their meeting in Orlando). 

Item 7: Ask Jack Sheldon about the future management of the IPR-issue. 
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3.2 IEC 60617 Database status 

PS: The validation of the application notes based on the former IEC 60617-12 and -13 is going on. 

3.3 Multi-linguality, document 3/839/DC + 3(Geneva/Secretariat)5 

The circulated document 3/839/DC met generally a positive response. How much support is needed 
(money question) in order to start the development? 

The DET database is the most crucial one for multilingual approach. The symbols databases are 
simpler and might be easier to demonstrate. 

HI: Start with a “simple” database for demonstration purposes IEC 60417.  

AD: There is a request for IEC 61360 sent to AM. 

The need might be most urgent for IEC 61360? Maybe possible to start with simple parts of the 
functionality? 

HI: Electropedia is new name for IEV and free. 

Discussion later (2007-04-20) when AM was present: 

AM was aware of the result of the DC-document.  

From a policy perspective he said that he had discussed the issue with the General Secretary A 
Amit, who is positive to the idea. He had also said that a condition was that the language 
variants/National standards should be strict translations of the IEC standard, requiring a formal 
commitment from the translating organisation. Commercial agreements with the involved NCs 
would also be necessary. 

From a technical perspective the management of multiple language variants/National standards will 
require a complete redesign of the database. It is possible and from a principle point of view not so 
difficult. He demonstrated the recently converted IEC db-> Electropedia and how language was 
dealt with there. 

A prototype could be developed and in place for demonstration until the next plenary meeting of 
TC3 in Paris. 

HI said that the Japanese NC could provide material for a jp/en upload (in the form of an excel 
sheet). 

For IEC 61360 an initial solution with a parallel database should be tested. A copy of the existing 
database should be prepared for a German language variant. This can easily be done and will be 
prepared to the next 3D/WG2 meeting. The content will mainly consist of new proposals for which 
German texts exist. (German texts are mainly lacking for the existing content.) 

3.4 Activities in the MT16 (IEC 61082) 

No report 

3.5 Activities in the MT17 (IEC 61175) 

No report 

3.6 Activities in the MT18 (IEC 61346 + IEC 61666) 

ES: CD for part1, document 3/842/CD, has been distributed. Introductory text expanded. No 
technical change, but editorially redesigned.  

A CD for part 2 will be circulated after the meeting of MT18 next week. 

Part 3: MCR necessary, can part 3 be skipped? To be discussed at the MT18 meeting next week. 

Part 4: to be skipped (replaced by part 1) 

IEC 61666: The circulation of an MCR is necessary. No major changes are foreseen. 

A discussion of the basic terminology in these standards was proposed as a workshop item for the 
next TC3 meeting. 
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3.7 Activities in the MT19 (IEC 61355) 

HB: The CDV, document 3/835/CDV is distributed. FDIS or IS possible by the end of the year. 

The database needs to be released simultaneously.  

3.8 Activities in the MT 20 (IEC 62023 + IEC 62027) 

PS: There might be a need for minor review, taking into account e.g. ISO results. MCRs to be 
distributed this year. 

3.9 Activities in the MT 21 (IEC 62079), second part? 

Michael Rust (MT convenor) is not yet so active in standardization after organizational changes. 
One more extension of 62079?  

Regarding the JP proposal for a second part: HI: The JP text is fixed now. An NP could be provided 
by the end of May. JP is also looking at activities in CEN and COPOLCO. MITI is eager to have the 
item standardized. 

3.10 Activities in the MT22 (IEC-ISO 81714) 

Publication of part 1? Mostly editorial changes, but probably not yet published. 

3.11 Activities in the MT 23 (IEC – ISO 82045) and TC3/TC10 Study Group on Document 
Management 

The Study Group Report, document 3/840A/DC is now available for commenting in both committees 
(and based on information after the meeting; also in ISO TC46). 

3.12 Activities in the PT 30 (IEC 60617 – Alarm symbols) 

PS: CD to be circulated before summer. 

3.13 Activities in the PT 32 (Elaboration of application notes) 

The PT has done its job and the result is now being validated into the database. 

3.14 Activities in the MT 33 (IEC 60848 - GRAFCET) 

Nothing to report. 

3.15 Activities in the PT 35 (IEC 62491 – Labelling of conductors), documents 3/834/CD + 
3(Geneva/Secretariat)6 

The result has just been available. No further report. 

3.16 Activities in the MT 38 (IEC 60617 – Construction of symbols) 

Short mail report from Sumio Araki. The work is now being started. 

3.17 Activities in the PT 39 (IEC 62507 - Identification systems), documents 3/836/RVN, 
3/838/INF 

PS: Work to be started in May. AD on the mailing list. 

HI: AGs of TC100 are interested in the Identification system project. TC3 is invited to present the 
work at a meeting in Warsaw in the middle of May. A presentation should be prepared that can be 
presented by PS or HI.  

3.18 PWI 3-1 Blank detail specifications, document 3(Geneva/Reuter)7 

Postponed until next day to be discussed in the SC3D context. 

3.19 PWI 3-3 Documentation … with integrated technologies 

No activity. 
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3.20 PWI 3-4 Integration of documentation into plants … 

No activity. 

3.21 PWI 3-7 ISO-IEC Documentation system (system description) 

PS: The draft has not progressed very much. Difficult to get input. Requires a meeting? The 
documentation system standard could be used as a basis for a series of application examples. To 
be discussed at the MT18 meeting next week. No conclusion. 

3.22 PWI 3-701 ISO 82045-4 Archiving, document ISO TC46/SC11 N648 

Nothing to report. The work has not progressed, possibly to be started after approval of the study 
report. 

3.23 Material declarations; possible follow-up 

Nothing to report. 

3.24 Future IEC/PAS 62XXX: Requirements concerning the interoperability between 
electromechanical and electrical applications in CAx- systems (NP-PAS), document 
3/837/NP 

Affirming statement from SB3, as document 3/837A/INF 

3.25 Liaison with IEC TC44, document 3/843/INF 

William Anderson will act as liaison officer. 

4 Co-ordination with ISO TC10 (TC10 has a meeting series end of May in Orlando.) 

Send these minutes as a status report to their meeting in Orlando.5 

5 Future organization of TC3 

5.1 Change of Secretariat for SC3D, document 3/841/AC 

A formal response has been received from Germany to take on the Secretariat, but we have to wait 
for the closing date for the AC until any decisions can be formally made. 

DR has indicated to step down as Chairman. The procedure for replacement should be started, as 
soon as possible. This procedure does not depend on the moving of the Secretariat. 

6 Report on ongoing works in SC3C and related WGs - needs for co-ordination. 
Brief follow-up of decisions from the meeting in Berlin, documents 3C/1506/RM, 
3(Geneva/SC3C)8 

6.1 Follow-up of decisions, document 3(Geneva/SC3C)3 

YN and HI reported based on 3(Geneva/SC3C)3; comments related to the list of decisions: 

Item 4: A 2nd CDV to be circulated after the Vienna meeting. 

Item 9: ISO TC145 SC3 uses still traditional procedures for the updating of ISO 7000. This may 
change based on the newly developed database procedures. 

6.2 Activities in the JWG11 

See 3(Geneva/SC3C)3, item 2. 

 

6.3 IEC 60417 Database status 

See 3(Geneva/SC3C)3, item 3. 
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6.4 IEC – ISO Database on graphical symbols 

See 3(Geneva/SC3C)3, item 4. 

Question: What will be the consequences of the ISO/CDB activities?  

6.5 Liaison with ITU-T SG2 

See 3(Geneva/SC3C)3, item 5. 

6.6 “Overall responsibility” for graphical symbols for equipment, document 
3(Geneva/SC3C)8 

HI described the situation with reference to document 3(Geneva/SC3C)8, after which a discussion 
followed: 

Question: What does the expression “overall responsibility” mean in the document 
3(Geneva/SC3C)8?  

When the procedures are aligned and the resulting symbols are stored in the same way (the same 
database structure), then sharing of the standardization task should be no major problem. The 
naming of somebody as overall responsible does not change anything with regard to the 
assignment of a task to the appropriate persons/groups that will have to carry out the job. Within 
TC3 is good practice that those who are doing the work are responsible for it. 

TC3 officers see no need to change the current practices. 

7 Report on ongoing works in SC3D and related WGs – needs for co-ordination. 
Brief follow-up of decisions from the meeting in Berlin, documents 3D/152/RM, 
3(Geneva/SC3D)4, 3(Geneva/Reuter)7 

7.1 Follow-up of decisions.  

DR and AD reported based on 3(Geneva/SC3D)4. 

Item 1: The existing procedures will be revised. 

IEC 61360-2: problems with the use of the consolidated model because of copyright/IPR. 

7.2 Activities in the WG2 

7.3 IEC 61360 Database status, CD-ROM? 

The CD-ROM idea is skipped. 

AD: Regarding the database for IEC 61360: because of the large number of attachments to each 
Change request, it should be an advantage to get a folder structure for the management of them. 

7.4 Upload and down load functions to/from the database, input tool, export file (tagging, 
etc) 

A test database has been set up. Only items in the approved database are downloadable by the 
general public. 

Conversion between different input and output formats is still an issue. How can one ensure that in 
any format is valid? It is only the STEP file format that can be validated against the information 
model. 

Regarding formulas: MathML is looked into; it might solve this problem. 

7.5 ISOI/IEC Guide on the specification of product properties 

Part 1 and Part 3 have been approved; Part 2 not, it is being revised. There was a problem with the 
“case-of” mechanism for which there now seems to be a solution. 
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7.6 Relation between the dictionary and the Blank Detail Specifications 

A longer discussion took place on what the content of a dictionary should be and what should not 
be there, caused by the work put in by SC65E/WG2 on measuring instruments and the input from 
Fritz Reuter (document 3(Geneva/Reuter)7. The overall structuring is very important in order not to 
put requirements in the wrong place. 

It was decided that a stage 0 work should be defined with the task to look into this. (TC3 or 
SC3D??) 

7.7 Comments to document 3(Geneva/Reuter)7 

1a: The extended model is said to be OK with regard to the management of languages. 

1b: Ongoing. Available to the 3D/WG2 meeting in July. 

1c: The check can only be made “in reality”: The content has to be uploaded and a STEP file 
created. 

1g1 and 1f: No requests are rejected by the secretariat. Because of the start of the new procedure 
it was decided in the working group to start with a relatively simple proposal followed by the 
proposal on environmental properties. After the initial start up phase, other proposals can now 
follow. For the proposal on terminal designation, it was decided together with the proposer to align 
this with the proposal coming from TC47 which will be submitted as a CR soon. 

1g2: Use the database for this kind of information. All change requests should at least be 
immediately registered, even if the work cannot start immediately, and then there is a place for 
such comments. 

1h an i: Noted 

1j: The need for grouping of feature classes was recognized and agreed to. It will be addressed at 
the next WG2 meeting. 

2. Secretaries comment: It may seem from the text that FR disagrees to the application of ISO 704. 
I have discussed this with FR and it is not so; the principles are quite OK, it is just that ISO 704 is 
not a good document to put in the hands of someone that shall formulate definitions for DETs, and 
therefore more concrete guidelines need to be developed.  

The application of ISO 704 will be stressed (normative statement) in the new CDV for IEC 61360-1 
(available before the 1st of July). 

Application of ISO 704 has principally for a very long time been a requirement for all definition 
work, but not explicitly outspoken in this context, and consequently not followed as well as it should 
have been.  

In order to manage the “change-over” it was decided that SC3D should as soon as possible 
distribute an INF document about requirements and existing differences, and that the new 
requirements will come into force once the new CDV is approved as an IS. As these, at least from a 
principle point of view, are not new, it was considered that such a document could be circulated 
already in advance of the approval of the CDV.  

For the Change Requests that run in the mean time, it is highly preferable that they already comply 
with ISO 704.  

3. Secretary’s comment: CR10 should be CR09. 

The comment seems to be partly based on a misunderstanding of the reasons for the negative 
votes. 

Regarding the formulation of definitions according to ISO 704 this has to be considered during the 
validation procedure on a case to case basis during the “change-over” period. 

The use of feature classes for the environmental properties was not rejected. Comments were 
raised on the proposal in the VT61360 that the context for applying the properties was not clear 
from the definitions or otherwise. It was confirmed at the meeting that definitions that can be 
defined independent of any product class should be so, i.e in a group in a feature class.  



3(Geneva/Secretariat)10A 

- 7 - 

3a: The life cycle qualifiers as such will be defined in the database. 

3b: See also above about the definition of a stage 0 work on the relations between dictionary and 
applications. 

3a2: Agreed. 

3b2: Agreed. 

Regarding the relations between dictionary and the applications of a dictionary (stage 0 work) a 
meeting should if possible be arranged before the meeting of SC3D/WG2. AD checks this. 

AD showed a comparison between the rules of ISO 704 and ISO/IEC 11179-1 (in the end of 
document 3(Geneva/SC3D)9) Data definition requirements and recommendations. 

Comments to that document: The definitions should be made as open as possible and not 
unnecessarily tied to a specific product class. This issue will be further discussed by SC3D/WG2 in 
July.  

8 Meeting and co-ordination activities in TC3 

8.1 Status of the planning for the Paris meeting 2007. Planning for the TC3 workshop 

Week 47: 19 – 25th November 

Mon: SC3C, 3D/WG2 

Tue: SC3C, 3D/WG2 

Wed: 3D (am), TC3WS (pm) 

Thur: TC3 

Fri: - 

Workshop items: 

- Information on basic terminology and concepts (81346); writing of definitions (ISO 704) 

- BDS-DET relations 

(Discussion of terminology: BDS-> Object Specification Template) 

- Prototype of language variant database 

(Cross-referencing from IEV to IEC 61360?) 

8.2 Report on and further SB3 activities 

Nothing to report. 

8.3 The update of the TC3 web site 

HI and the Secretary looked after the meeting on how to update the web site, so SC3C will now 
prepare and update relevant pages for SC3C. 

8.4 Ideas and planning for the meeting 2008 in Prague (or Sao Paulo?) 

Same schedule as 2007. 

9 Other business 

No other business. 

10 Close of the meeting 

The Chairman closed the meeting and wished a good trip back 

___________________ 



3(Geneva/Secretariat)10A 

- 8 - 

 


