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 SC 3C Secretariat 
Liaison letter to ISO/TC 145 
 2007-04-13 

 
INTERNATIONAL ELECTROTECHNICAL COMMISSION 
 
TECHNICAL COMMITTEE NO. 3: INFORMATION STRUCTURES, DOCUMENTATION AND GRAPHICAL 
SYMBOLS 
 
SUBCOMMITTEE NO. 3C: GRAPHICAL SYMBOLS FOR USE ON EQUIPMENT 
 
 
Liaison letter to ISO/TC 145 referring to ISO/TC 145/AG N 52, Draft Agenda for TC 145 Advisory Group 
meeting to be held on 2007-05-07 in Berlin 
 
 
Dear Mr. Barry Gray, Chairman of ISO/TC 145, 
Dear Mr. Bob Stratton, Secretary of ISO/TC 145 
 
Referring to recent dialogue (Annex A) between secretaries of IEC/SC 3C and ISO/TC 145, not only IEC/SC 
3C secretary has deep concern on the agenda item 5.4 of ISO/TC 145/AG N 52, because such one-sided 
discussion and management on the IEC standard is neither effective nor fruitful: 
 

5.4 To consider further the proposal agreed in AG recommendation no. 25 (Prague): 
 
"ISO/TC 145 Advisory Group recommends that overall responsibility for all graphical symbols for 
use on equipment, currently carried out by ISO and IEC, be given to ISO/TC 145 in order to provide 
better coordination of the technical work for the benefit of ISO and IEC, and that discussions should 
be started on how this could best be achieved." 

 
Within IEC/SC 3C, the AG recommendation no. 25 (Prague) was forwarded, with a set of questions of SC 3C 
secretariat, answers of TC 145 secretary and further observation of SC 3C secretariat, to the committee 
members of SC 3C (3C/1179/INF). IEC/SC 3C discussed the document at its plenary meeting held in 
Eindhoven in October 2004 and resolved as follows (3C/1272/RM): 
 

12 To review liaison activities with other committees of IEC and ISO 
 
Secretary briefed the background of document 3C/1179/INF (communication with ISO/TC 145 
Secretary) and highlighted the issue of “overall responsibility.” 
 
Chairperson for ISO/TC 145 being liaison to the meeting clarified how to interpret the reply of 
ISO/TC 145 Secretary to the question of Secretariat SC 3C. She said, “IEC/SC 3C holds overall 
responsibility for IEC 60417, and ISO/TC 145 holds for ISO 7000 at the moment.” She continued, 
“the recommendation is concerned overall responsibility in the future.” 
 
The first part of clarification was accepted. However, the second part was an organization matter, 
which should need discussion in higher level. 
 
After discussion, SC 3C felt more coordination would be necessary for procedures to maintain the 
IEC-ISO joint database for graphical symbols for use on equipment and resolved as follows. 
 
DECISION 10: Coordination meeting of IEC/TC 3/SC 3C officers, ISO/TC 145 officers and ISO/TC 
145/SC 3 officers would be planned to discuss overall coordination and responsibilities. Relevant 
officers were asked to concur. 

 
In the spirit of better coordination, IEC/SC 3C secretariat would like to ask ISO/TC 145 management to plan 
a joint coordination meeting among IEC/TC 3 officers, IEC/SC 3C officers, ISO/TC 145 officers and ISO/TC 
145/SC 3 officers before any further discussion in TC 145/AG and relevant work in TC 145/TF 2 (TF 2 N 3, 
the items 1 b) and 2 b). 
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With best regards, 
 
Hiroaki IKEDA, Secretary for IEC/SC 3C 
 
Copy to: 

Mr. Yuji NAKAMURA, Chairman of IEC/SC 3C 
Mr. Mr. Hans BRÜCKNER, Chairman of IEC/TC 3 
Mr. Per-Åke SVENSSON, Secretary of IEC/TC 3 
Mr. Fred Brigham, Leader of ISO/TC 145/TF 2 
Mrs. Sue Hooker, Chairperson of ISO/TC 145/SC 3 
Mrs. Sara Desautels, Secretary of ISO/TC 145/SC 3 
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Annex – Recent dialogue between secretaries of IEC/SC 3C and ISO/TC 145 
 
From: Bob Stratton [mailto:Bob.Stratton@BSI-GLOBAL.COM] 
Sent: Wednesday, April 11, 2007 5:41 PM 
To: Hiroaki IKEDA 
Cc: Fred Brigham; hooker_sue_a@cat.com; graybarrym@aol.com 
Subject: RE: TC145 AG item 5.4 
 
Hiroaki 
 
The item was put on the agenda following a suggestion from Fred Brigham. He pointed out that as a 
common symbol submission and approval procedure for ISO 7000 and IEC 60417 is currently being worked 
upon, now is an ideal time for TC 145 to consider moving the Prague resolution forward, as a key 
requirement for the new procedure is to have a single contact point for the submission of new symbol 
proposals (a "one stop shop"). The suggestion is that this should be the ISO TC 145/SC 3 Secretariat. 
Where appropriate, the Secretariat could direct symbols down the VT 60417 route to ensure that IEC 
interests were fully recognised and also help deal with the high workload. This would be a practical way of 
achieving "better coordination of the technical work for the benefit of ISO and IEC" with a good chance of 
acceptance by all parties. 
 
Fred’s draft proposals for the common submission and approval procedure will be discussed at the meeting 
of TC 145/SC 3/TF 2, who will be meeting after JWG 11 in Vienna next week. TC 145/SC 3/TF 2 is working 
on a "common symbol submission and approval procedure for ISO 7000 and IEC 60417"; the outcome of 
this meeting could be a specific proposal which will involve giving ISO/TC 145 overall responsibility. 
 
Whatever comes forward from TF 2 will then be considered by AG as part of the discussion under agenda 
item 5.4. 
 
See you next week! 
 
Kind regards 
 
Bob 
 
Standards Operations, International Secretariats 
-------------------------------------------------------------- 
BSI Group Headquarters 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
From: Hiroaki IKEDA [mailto:ikeda@faculty.chiba-u.jp] 
Sent: 06 April 2007 16:55 
To: Bob Stratton 
Subject: TC145 AG item 5.4 
 
Dear Bob, 
 
Referring to the draft agenda item below in TC 145/AG meeting to be held in Berlin, 
 
5.4 To consider further the proposal agreed in AG recommendation no. 25 (Prague): 
 
"ISO/TC 145 Advisory Group recommends that overall responsibility for all graphical symbols for use on 
equipment, currently carried out by ISO and IEC, be given to ISO/TC 145 in order to provide better 
coordination of the technical work for the benefit of ISO and IEC, and that discussions should be started on 
how this could best be achieved." 
 
Could you kindly let me know the background ? 
Is TC 145 management going to strengthen the recommendation and to ask TC 145 to implement it? 
 
I noted that IEC/SC3C discussed this issue and took a decision in the past. 
 
With kind regards, 
 
Hiroaki 


